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Speech on Visit to Nawab of Rampur at the
Rampur State Banquet on 3rd February 1923

I thank Your Highness very cordially for the warm welcome
which you have extended to Her Excellency and myself on
the occasion of our first visit to Rampur, and for the very kind
expressions in which you have referred to us. The greetings
we have received will long remain among our most pleasant
memories. Your Highness' kind thoughtfulness has been exerted
in every direction to provide for our comfort and entertainment,
and in all the arrangements made by Your Highness for our
visit that personal touch of warm solicitude and interest has
been manifest which is the keynote of true hospitality. As
the representative of His Majesty the King-Emperor, it has
been a source of special pleasure to me to have been able to visit
Your Highness, as one who has received special marks of His
Majesty's esteem needs no testimony to the regard in which
Your Highness and your State is held, but my visit will once more
emphasize the fact that the British Government recognize that
the Rampur State yields to none in its claim to stand in the first
rank in its devotion to the British Crown. The lapse of time and
the changes which the years have brought have only strengthened
these ties of mutual trust and regard which subsist between the
British Government and Your Highness1 House and State.

Under our protection and with our support the Rampur State
has developed and prospered in peace, while in times of need the
British Government has been able to rely without question on
the fidelity and military traditions of the Rohillas. Nearly
a century and a half have passed since your distinguished pre-
decessor offered his famous cavalry to the British to fight in their
battles with the French, now our allies. The steadfast assist-
ance which Your Highness1 great grandfather rendered to the
British Government in the anxious days of the Indian Mutiny
is treasured in our annals. The same tradition has been handed
on. The Rampur troops were placed at the disposal of the
Government for the Mohmand campaign, and in the Great War
the whole resources of the State were freely offered to the
British Government. I need not relate in detail the many
directions in which Your Highness' offer took practical expression,
but I cannot pass over without special commendation the
splendid exploits of Your Highness1 Imperial Service Troops in
East Africa, and the distinction which their services in that
campaign won for them.